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Von Joan Didion : Play it as it Lays  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Play it as it Lays: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen4 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
fantstic novel about a dark, sepulchral, unsettling life.Von Christian EnglerWhat would life be like if it was 
meaningless, if the people we associated with were plastic? not real? pretentious? What if our life was just a hopeless 
void with loose morals, drugs, hollow sayings and beliefs? What if we just played the empty game of life as it was laid 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B005IH02IK


down for us? That is the main theme in Joan Didion's classic book that takes the reader into the life of Maria Wyeth, 
actress, mother, daughter, divorced wife, a woman who has grown tired and desensitized to the fakeness and pain 
caused by the Hollywood and Las Vegas establishment.It is a life filled to the brim with movie premiers, booze, pills, 
suicide, casual, empty sex, abortions and nothing else. It is a world of plastic surgery and beautiful people, of Let's do 
lunch and venomous gossip. The sneering, caustic tone of Didion's voice would want to make anybody who lived the 
lives of the novel's characters put a gun to their head and end it all. The language is stinging, fast-paced, lean, anti-
Hollywood. Pure Didion!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. This one hits you right in the 
stomach.....Von Ein KundeJoan Didion's " Play it as it Lays " is one of the few books I read over and over again . It 
chilled me to the bone . Much has been said of Ms. Didion's voice as a prose writer - no decoration , her words simply 
astound . With this novel , however , style takes a backseat to a frightening ability to flesh out character . I must stop 
myself , for it is difficult to review any novel without citing specific passages or examples . You'll just have to trust me 
: this novel is Didion's finest work , and the truths she illustrates cannot be denied .0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. My first glimpse of my favorite authorVon DebbyI was in my last year of high school 
when I read this book and it remains one of my most treasured books. Didion's precise images in Play It As It Lays 
compelled me to run out and read each essay and book I could get my hands on. Sometimes I pick it up and read the 
book from cover to cover, other times just my favorite parts. This book tells a story that - while distressing - you 
absolutely must devour!

KurzbeschreibungA ruthless dissection of American life in the late 1960s, from the author of The Last Thing He 
Wanted and A Book of Common Prayer.Somewhere out beyond Hollywood, resting actress Maria Wyeth drifts along 
the freeway in perpetual motion, anaesthetized to pain and pleasure, seemingly untainted by her personal history. She 
finds herself, in her early thirties, radically divorced from husband, lovers, friends, her own past and her own 
future.Play It As It Lays is set in a place beyond good and evil, literally in Los Angeles and Las Vegas and the barren 
wastes of the Mojave, but figuratively in the landscape of the arid soul. Capturing the mood of an entire generation, 
Didion chose Hollywood to serve as her microcosm of contemporary society and exposed a culture characterized by 
emptiness and ennui.Two decades after its original publication, it remains a profoundly disturbing novel, an 
immaculately wrought portrait of a world (California on the cusp of the 70s) where too much freedom made a lot of 
people ill.Pressestimmen'There hasn't been another American writer of Joan Didion's quality since Nathanael West. 
She writes with a razor.' John Leonard, New York Times 'A stunning, hypnotically readable novel.' Van Allen 
Bradley, Chicago Daily NewsKurzbeschreibungA ruthless dissection of American life in the late 1960s, from the 
author of The Last Thing He Wanted and A Book of Common Prayer.Somewhere out beyond Hollywood, resting 
actress Maria Wyeth drifts along the freeway in perpetual motion, anaesthetized to pain and pleasure, seemingly 
untainted by her personal history. She finds herself, in her early thirties, radically divorced from husband, lovers, 
friends, her own past and her own future.Play It As It Lays is set in a place beyond good and evil, literally in Los 
Angeles and Las Vegas and the barren wastes of the Mojave, but figuratively in the landscape of the arid soul. 
Capturing the mood of an entire generation, Didion chose Hollywood to serve as her microcosm of contemporary 
society and exposed a culture characterized by emptiness and ennui.Two decades after its original publication, it 
remains a profoundly disturbing novel, an immaculately wrought portrait of a world (California on the cusp of the 70s) 
where too much freedom made a lot of people ill. 


