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Von Philip Roth : Portnoy's Complaint (Vintage Blue) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Portnoy's Complaint (Vintage Blue):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 4 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. "I am
the Raskolnikov of jerking off" (20).Von Michael DienstbierAls groer Fan von Philipp Roth und immer noch hoffend,
dass die Stockholmer Jury ihm irgendwann doch noch den Nobelpreis fr Literatur verleiht, bin ich schlielich bel
diesem 'Skandalbuch' gelandet. Erschienen 1969 sorgte es ob der Verkommenheit seines Erzhlers und der gerade


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0041OTARU

besessenen Detailtreue das Sexuelle betreffend fr groe Emprung. Zugegeben, auch heute noch, fast 45 Jahre spter,
braucht sich "Portnoy's Complaint" nicht hinter den vielen zeitgenssi schen Pornoromanen zu verstecken und steckt
solche Softie-Schinken |a " Shades of Grey" fr ber-Ich getriebene Mittel schichts-Muittis locker in die Tasche. Es stellt
sich dennoch die Frage nach dem literarischen Mehrwert dieses Buches, wenn man den ganzen moralischen Furor
einmal beiseite Isst.Der Roman besteht aus den Gestndnissen des Mitdreiigers Alexander Portnoy, die er auf der
Couch des Psychologen Dr. Spiegelberg liegend zum Besten gibt. Schon recht frh entdeckt er die Freuden des
exessziven Onanierens "doubled over my flying fist, eyes pressed close but mouth wide open, to take that sticky sauce
of buttermilk and Clorox on my own tongue and teeth" (18). Im weiteren Verlauf seiner Jugendjahre holt er sich gerne
auch in ffentlichen Verkehrsmitteln einen runter und penetriert mit viele Freude, "American Pie" Isst gren, die dazu
geeigneten Lebensmittel im Hause seiner Eltern. Schlielich wird ausihm, den al's solchen empfundenen Fesseln seiner
jdischen Herkunft entfliehend, ein erfolgreicher Anwalt und totaler Beziehungskrppel .Braucht man fr diese Story fast
300 Seiten? Mir scheint, eine knackige Kurzgeschichte wre hier die bessere Wahl gewesen. Zu seiner Zeit mag
"Portnoy's Complaint" ein provozierender Tabubruch gewesen sein. Aus heutiger Sicht verbreitet er aber leider eher
Langeweile a's Schrecken und gehrt somit zu Roths wenigen schlechten Bchern. Mgen die Stockholmer ihm das
verzeihen...9 von 10 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. | Can't Believe No One Ever Told Me About
This BookVon oh_peteAfter reading PORTNOY'S COMPLAINT, | find myself scrambling to recall whether | have
ever read another American novel anywhere near as hysterically funny. Maybe Tom Robbins's SKINNY LEGS AND
ALL isinthe same ballpark (and I've yet to read CATCH-22) but Roth smply had my head spinning while | read this
book. My jaw is still on the floor, in fact.Esoterically, this book is one long rant about the joys and (more heavily) the
anguishes of growing up Jewish in Americain the forties and fifties. It's 1966 and successful civil servant Alexander
Portnoy is on the psychiatrist's couch trying to get out all his Oedipal, inferiority, and sexual fetish complexes.That
infamous masturbation scene in the movie AMERICAN PIE? A direct descendent of Mrs. Portnoy's piece of
liver!More deeply, if you can stand it, this book seriously examines the struggle of growing up with smothering
parents: Alex's both put him on a pedestal and criticize everything he does. He's unmarried at thirty-three in part
because of al the neuroses his parents have bestowed in him--so why doesn't he get married and have children
already? Alex lets us know in pornographic detail why. Speaking of pornographic detail, Alex spends plenty of time
on his ultimately doomed affairs with (mostly Protestant) women. Most of hisanger at growing up Jewish in a
Christian-dominated society he takes out on these "shikses'--variously called Pumpkin, the Pilgrim and the Monkey--
thisis not a politically correct book from the feminist perspective. It does, however, raise serious questions about what
it means to be a human being, as opposed to just a hyphenated-American.PORTNOY'S COMPLAINT isbrash,
profane and wonderful. It is certainly not for the faint-hearted or those with what were once considered "polite
sensibilities.” But it isavery mora book init's own way. Portnoy knows he's no hero, and Roth doesn't portray him as
such--in some ways the book is one big joke. Every effective joke hasits kernel of truth; Roth's have the whole can of
corn.l never expected anovel that isonelong rant to inspire areview that is one long rave, but thereit is.11 von 13
Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Jetzt bin ich Roth-Fan!Von Klaus Kaauer"Portnoy's Complaint” hat
mich endgltig zum Roth-Fan gemacht. Mit "American Pastoral" hatte ich noch meine Schwierigkeiten, "The human
stain" hat mich sehr gefesselt, "Portnoy's..." bewegt mich dazu, mehr von Roth zu lesen. Fr mich sind die Strke
lebendige, true-to-life Charaktere, die durch das Buch hindurch glaubhaft bleiben - auch wenn sie aus dem Rahmen
fallen. Das hat Saft, Kraft, Liebe, Erotik und Tiefgang. Alexander Portnoy erzhit seine Kindheit und Adoleszenz in
einer jdischen Familiein New Jersey - vor alem die jdische Mama prgt seine spteren Verhaltensweisen. Aber keine
Angst: zuviel Kchenpsychologie kommt nicht vor, man kann das Buch auch frei von dipus oder sonstigen Komplexen
belastet (sei esliterarisch oder real) lesen. Und das empfehle ich auch: Lesen!

KurzbeschreibungPortnoy's Complaint n. [after Alexander Portnoy (1933-)]A disorder in which strongly-felt ethical
and altruistic impulses are perpetually warring with extreme sexual longings, often of a perverse nature. Spielvogel
says. 'Acts of exhibitionism, voyeurism, fetishism, auto-eroticism and oral coitus are plentiful; as a consequence of the
patient's "morality,” however, neither fantasy nor act issues in genuine sexual gratification, but rather in overriding
feelings of shame, and the dread of retribution, particularly in the form of castration.' (Spielvogel, O. 'The Puzzled
Penis, Internationale Zeitschrift fr Psychoanalyse, Vol. XXI1V, p.909). It is believed by Spielvogel that many of the
symptoms can be traced to the bonds obtaining in the mother-child relationship..deAlong with Saul Bellow's Herzog,
Philip Roth's Portnoy's Complaint defined Jewish American literature in the 1960s. Roth's masterpiece takes place on
the couch of a psychoanalyst, an appropriate jumping-off place for an insanely comical novel about the Jewish
American experience. Roth has written several great books--Goodbye, Columbus and When She Was Good among
them, but it is perhaps Portnoy's Complaint for which he is best known..comAlong with Saul Bellow's Herzog, Philip
Roth's Portnoy's Complaint defined Jewish American literature in the 1960s. Roth's masterpiece takes place on the
couch of a psychoanalyst, an appropriate jumping-off place for an insanely comical novel about the Jewish American



experience. Roth has written several great books--Goodbye, Columbus and When She Was Good among them, but it is
perhaps Portnoy's Complaint for which heis best known.



