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Von Gene Wolfe : Shadow Claw: The First Half of 'The Book of the New Sun'  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shadow Claw: The First Half of 'The Book of the New 
Sun': 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Great 
workVon AriExciting story, interesting characters and above all a great, sophisticated narrative. The world Gene 
Wolfe creates here makes me want to read more of the kind. Just ordered the second half!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. simply greatVon readerThe story unfolds slowly but surely in this amazing world. I'm 
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now on the third book and can't put it down.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Justifies the 
Existence of Science-FictionVon CustomerIf Gene Wolfe's BOOK OF THE NEW SUN stood alone, towering over a 
vast field of L. Ron Hubbard "blockbusters" and the latter works of Piers Anthony, surrounded by the worst of the Star 
Trek and Star Wars novels, the existence of science-ficton would be justified, and its glory established forever. Wolfe's 
four-volume work is, of course, one novel. It is also one of the finest works of 20th century literature. As usual, Wolfe 
brings the powers of a Dickens, a Proust, a Kafka, (in other words, a unique genius like and yet unlike every other 
unique genius) to bear on his subject matter, and here the subject matter is memory, space, time, sin and redemption, 
God and Man. This is the Book of Gold, and its beauty and strength is great. It is worthwhile to note the high praise 
given to Wolfe's work even (perhaps especially?) by critics who profoundly disagree with his moral and metaphysical 
aims--Ian Watson, roughly, said that Wolfe has re-written the New Testament, only with better prose and a nicer sense 
of structure. I disagree--but imagine the kind of book that can bring forth such claims when ideological sympathy is 
not a contributing factor. Read Wolfe!

KurzbeschreibungThe Book of the New Sun is unanimously acclaimed as Gene Wolfe's most remarkable work, hailed 
as "a masterpiece of science fantasy comparable in importance to the major works of Tolkien and Lewis" by 
Publishers Weekly, and "one of the most ambitious works of speculative fiction in the twentieth century" by The 
Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction. Shadow Claw brings together the first two books of the tetralogy in one 
volume:The Shadow of the Torturer is the tale of young Severian, an apprentice in the Guild of Torturers on the world 
called Urth, exiled for committing the ultimate sin of his profession -- showing mercy toward his victim.Ursula K. Le 
Guin said, "Magic stuff . . . a masterpiece . . . the best science fiction I've read in years!"The Claw of the Conciliator 
continues the saga of Severian, banished from his home, as he undertakes a mythic quest to discover the awesome 
power of an ancient relic, and learn the truth about his hidden destiny."Arguably the finest piece of literature American 
science fiction has yet produced [is] the four-volume Book of the New Sun."--Chicago Sun-Times"The Book of the 
New Sun establishes his preeminence, pure and simple. . . . The Book of the New Sun contains elements of Spenserian 
allegory, Swiftian satire, Dickensian social consciousness and Wagnerian mythology. Wolfe creates a truly alien social 
order that the reader comes to experience from within . . . once into it, there is no stopping."--The New York Times 
Book At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) 
applied..deOne of the most acclaimed "science fantasies" ever, Gene Wolfe's The Book of the New Sun is a long, 
magical novel in four volumes. Shadow Claw contains the first two: The Shadow of the Torturer and The Claw of the 
Conciliator, which respectively won the World Fantasy and Nebula Awards. This is the first-person narrative of 
Severian, a lowly apprentice torturer blessed and cursed with a photographic memory, whose travels lead him through 
the marvels of far-future Urth, and who--as revealed near the beginning--eventually becomes his land's sole ruler or 
Autarch. On the surface it's a colorful story with all the classic ingredients: growing up, adventure, sex, betrayal, 
murder, exile, battle, monsters, and mysteries to be solved. (Only well into book 2 do we realize what saved Severian's 
life in chapter 1.) For lovers of literary allusions, they are plenty here: a Dickensian cemetery scene, a torture-engine 
from Kafka, a wonderful library out of Borges, and familiar fables changed by eons of retelling. Wolfe evokes a chilly 
sense of time's vastness, with an age-old, much-restored painting of a golden-visored "knight," really an astronaut 
standing on the moon, and an ancient citadel of metal towers, actually grounded spacecraft. Even the sun is senile and 
dying, and so Urth needs a new sun. The Book of the New Sun is almost heartbreakingly good, full of riches and 
subtleties that improve with each rereading. It is Gene Wolfe's masterpiece. --David Langford, .co.uk .comOne of the 
most acclaimed "science fantasies" ever, Gene Wolfe's The Book of the New Sun is a long, magical novel in four 
volumes. Shadow Claw contains the first two: The Shadow of the Torturer and The Claw of the Conciliator, which 
respectively won the World Fantasy and Nebula Awards. This is the first-person narrative of Severian, a lowly 
apprentice torturer blessed and cursed with a photographic memory, whose travels lead him through the marvels of far-
future Urth, and who--as revealed near the beginning--eventually becomes his land's sole ruler or Autarch. On the 
surface it's a colorful story with all the classic ingredients: growing up, adventure, sex, betrayal, murder, exile, battle, 
monsters, and mysteries to be solved. (Only well into book 2 do we realize what saved Severian's life in chapter 1.) 
For lovers of literary allusions, they are plenty here: a Dickensian cemetery scene, a torture-engine from Kafka, a 
wonderful library out of Borges, and familiar fables changed by eons of retelling. Wolfe evokes a chilly sense of time's 
vastness, with an age-old, much-restored painting of a golden-visored "knight," really an astronaut standing on the 
moon, and an ancient citadel of metal towers, actually grounded spacecraft. Even the sun is senile and dying, and so 
Urth needs a new sun. The Book of the New Sun is almost heartbreakingly good, full of riches and subtleties that 
improve with each rereading. It is Gene Wolfe's masterpiece. --David Langford, .co.uk 


