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Von Charlaine Harris : Shakespeare's Christmas: A Lily Bard Mystery  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shakespeare's Christmas: A Lily Bard Mystery: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
beautifully written and charactered series.Von Ein KundeIf you haven't met Lily Bard of Shakespeare, Ak, you are in 
for a rare treat in the mystery genre. A victim of gang rape, coupled with a vicious knifing, Lily has reinvented herself, 
left home and become a cleaning lady in a small town. Now, however, she must go home for her sister's wedding and 
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the family from whom she's become almost estranged. On her first morning home, she and her sister discover the 
bludgeoned bodies of a doctor and his nurse. Also in town on the case of a child abducted years before is the new love 
of Lily's life, Jack. One of the suspects in the kidnapping is her sister's widowed fiance. A taut, well-told tale of 
suspense with three dimensional characters. I would suggest that before reading this, one should read "Shakepeare's 
Landlord" and "Shakespeare's Champion." This different and much darker series by the author of the Aurora 
Teagarden books should not be missed.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Darker Side Of 
CozyVon abnaki@concentric.netI really enjoyed this third chapter in the life of Lily Bard, a cleaning woman with a 
bent for cleaning up murder mysteries. I find the characters so life-like and believable that I can't wait for the fourth in 
this series. This time out we learn more about Lily's family and get some insight into what helped form Lily into the 
person that she is. I really enjoyed meeting her mom and dad and sister-about to be married-Varena. The mysterious 
Jack Leeds is back again and involved with Lily and the kidnapping investigation. This is a cozy on the darkish side 
but I think cozy readers will enjoy it as much as I did.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A great 
cozy with a dark edge!Von Maria Y. LimaOnce again, the complex world of Lily Bard shows that, although you can 
go home again, you'd better watch out what happens once you get there. This powerful third novel in the Lily Bard 
saga explores more of Lily's past, as well as her relationships with her family - most of whom would rather forget what 
happened to her. Charlaine Harris continues to entertain and enthrall us while weaving a great story. I can't wait for the 
4th installment of this most excellent series.

KurzbeschreibungA must-read mystery from the bestselling author of the Sookie Stackhouse series.A Lily Bard 
Mystery: 3Lily Bard has worked hard to leave her old life behind. So she's uneasy about returning to her home town 
for her sister's Christmas Eve wedding. And with good reason. Violence waits in Bartley - the town's doctor and nurse 
have been bludgeoned to death - and Lily's detective boyfriend finds himself in Bartley on the heels of an eight-year-
old kidnapping case. It just might have something to do with the murders...or Lily's sister's fianc.With only three days 
to the wedding, Lily must move fast to solve the case. Before her sister promises to love, honour and obey a cold-
blooded killer.From Publishers WeeklyHarris, author of the Aurora Teagarden cozies, adds a touch of grit to her books 
featuring briskly efficient, 31-year-old Arkansas cleaning lady Lily Bard. Lily hides a traumatic past under a prickly 
exterior, but, in the series' third book (after Shakespeare's Champion, 1997), this karate expert lowers her defenses just 
long enough to reconcile with her family and help solve a series of grisly murders. Returning to her home town of 
Bartley (a stone's throw from her residence in Shakespeare, Ark.) for her sister Varena's wedding, Lily is plunged 
headlong into an eight-year-old kidnapping investigation after her lover and confidant, Jack Leeds, a PI with a 
questionable past, arrives to follow up an anonymous tip that the kidnapper and the missing girl are both in Bartley. 
When the town's beloved family practitioner, his nurse and a young mother are bludgeoned to death, suspicion falls on 
Varena's fiancea widower who just happens to have an eight-year-old daughter. The investigation intensifies, and Lily 
uses her family connections and her impeccable cleaning skills to ferret out some crucial information. Harris tells a 
forceful story with a complex, flawed heroine who is wary of emotional attachments. The denizens of Bartleythe 
shrewd sheriff; old high-school classmates with long memories; Lily's loving but overprotective parentsform a 
memorable gallery of secondary characters. Harris's blend of cozy style with more hard-boiled elements isn't always 
smooth, but it's interesting to see her working toward a deeper complexity. Copyright 1998 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From BooklistAt the first appearance of the maid Lily Bard in Shakespeare's Landlord , we predicted 
crime fiction's first cleaning-lady series. It's nice to be on the money (at least once in a while), for here is Lily in her 
third adventure. And she's in rare form, too, as she steels herself to visit her family on the occasion of her sister 
Varena's wedding. Lily, physically and psychologically scarred by a horrifying sexual assault years before, still finds it 
hard to attend social events as she struggles with her wariness and distrust of all people. But she is overwhelmingly 
happy when her PI friend Jack Leeds shows up for the prenuptial festivities. Jack is on a case--an unsolved kidnapping 
of a small baby some years back, a baby that might very well be the eight-year-old daughter of Varena's fiance . Lily 
does the only thing she can--help Jack resolve the case before the wedding. Lily Bard is one of the best-drawn and 
most compelling characters in contemporary mystery fiction--complex, smart, streetwise, tough. Add tight plotting and 
a smooth style, and it's no surprise that Harris has reached a new high. Don't miss it. Stuart Miller 


