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KurzbeschreibungA must-read mystery from the No. 1 bestselling author behind HBO's award-winning TRUE
BLOOD serieslA Lily Bard Mystery: 1Welcome to Shakespeare, Arkansas.Lily Bard came to the small town of
Shakespeare to escape her dark and violent past. So when she spots a dead body being dumped in the town green, she's
inclined to stay well away. But she was in the wrong place at the wrong time, and despite her best efforts, she's
dragged into the murder case.Lily doesn't care who did it, but when the police and local community start pointing
fingersin her direction, sherealisesthat if she doesn't unmask the killer, her new life will not simply crumble. It will
end.From Publishers WeeklyWhile on alate-night job in tiny Shakespeare, Ark., Lily Bard, 31, sees afurtive figure
placing large plastic garbage bagsin the local park and, untying one, discovers the body of her former landlord. In a
quick but anonymous phone call (she is determined to avoid any questioning), she reportsit to the police chief. With
skill and wry wit, Harris, the author of the Aurora Teagarden series, soon reveals the horrific factsin Lily's
background that explain why sheis solitary, confrontational, obsessed with self-defenseand why she chooses, despite a
first-rate education, to eke out aliving as a cleaning woman. Realizing, however, that her fingerprints on the body of
the dead man might make her a suspect, Lily subtly and insightfully queries her customers, some of them tenants of
the murdered landlord, in the process meticulously evaluating their closets, drawers and motives. The renters are a
well-defined lot: a happily promiscuous idler; a sanctimonious and hypocritical reverend; and an aging couple with
much to grieve about. As Lily investigates, she develops awary but cordia relationship with the police chief and
forms awarmer tie with her karate instructor. But at the same time, someone has discovered the unspeakable facts
about Lily's past and has begun stalking her. Harris's finely tuned, colorful and suspenseful tale, filled with vigorous
and unique characters, will leave readers hoping it's the start of a series. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information,
Inc.From BooklistHarris, author of the Aurora Teagarden series, now introduces Lily Bard, resident of Shakespeare,
Arkansas, awoman fiercely protective of her privacy, determined to succeed as a one-woman cleaning agency, and
just as fiercely determined to excel in karate. When the unpopular and very nosy owner of the apartment building next
door is murdered and the body dumped in the local park, Lily reports the body to the police--anonymously. The local
police chief, however, is nobody's fool and quickly discovers Lily's involvement and her own past, which makes her a
possible suspect. Given the situation and, since she cleans for many of the other possible suspects, some opportunities,
Lily decidesthat the only way to clear her name isto find the real killer. Harris has created an intriguing new character
in this solidly plotted story. Expect more from crime fiction's first cleaning-lady series. Stuart Miller



