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retirement for Mister Sharpe!Von Robert DouglasIt is 1821, six years after the Battle of Waterloo. Richard Sharpe, 
veteran of the French Wars, has made his home and family in Normandy. However, the sudden arrival of Blas Vivar's 
wife alerts this instinctive hero to trouble. It is up to Sharpe in locating General Blas Vivar and bring him back from 
revolutionary Chile. Seeking out a fattened Patrick Harper - formerly his Irish sergeant-major - the two friends make 
their way by ship to the distant shores of the New World. They stop off at St. Helena to pay their respects to an exiled 
emperor: once the Scourge of Europe, now a saddened, sickened old man, plagued by what his own greatness could 
have brought France. Despite his restrictions, and being a former enemy, Napoleon proves a charming, almost 
sympathetic host. Yet, from almost beginning to end, Sharpe is tricked into aiding a conspiracy that could drench all 
the Americas in blood and turmoil. I won't spoil it for you by elaborating. But I will mention that the last 
(chonologically!) Sharpe adventure proves most entertaining: with varied, believable characters, a strange land fully 
described, peopled by treacherous, corrupt, and deceitful officials who delight in toying with two foreigners on an 
honourable mission. The interesting aspect of this great plot is that Spain gradually becomes Sharpe's enemy. In 
particular, I loved the delicate interview with Napoleon; Bautista proved a most cowardly, cunning arch-villain, and 
the wild, courageous rebel Cochrane added extra spice to a gripping read. Sharpe is set on course for an insane pursuit 
to find the truth about Vivar - and escape the jaws of certain death!1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Typical Sharpe: fast,exciting, riviting history.Von Ein KundeI love to read Bernard Cornwell! This book is 
great! I presume the history is fairly accurate--I don't really know. There is morality, loyalty worked into such an 
exciting story. I enjoy thinking about the title character. There are several different characters who could be the 'Devil' 
Napeolan, Cochran, the corrupt Spanish officials. Loyalty is given nice contrat. There is the Spanich nobelman 
(Sharp's frient), and Cochran the rebel showing ends of the spectrum. Then there is Sharpe--usually completely loyal, 
but the 'proper' authorities are so corrupt he has to fight aganist them for his life!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende 
Rezension hilfreich. Sharpe Meets Napoleon in ExileVon Donald Mitchell"When the devil had finished every 
temptation, he left Him until an opportune time." -- Luke 4:13It takes a special imagination to find a way to write 
another Richard Sharpe novel after Napoleon was soundly defeated at Waterloo, but Bernard Cornwell's fertile mind 
has conjured up a tale to bring back that intrepid hero for one last hurrah (at least for now). Sharpe is a farmer now 
until he's pulled out of retirement to look for one of his old compatriots from the Napoleonic wars in Spain, Don Blas 
Vivar, who has been leading Spain's efforts in Chile to fight off rebels.Sharpe and Harper join a group of Spanish 
officers headed for Spain. On the way, they take a detour to visit Napoleon in exile on the island of St. Helena. If 
you've wondered what would happen if Napoleon and Sharpe ever met, this book will satisfy your curiosity.Once in 
Spain, Sharpe finds himself in over his head and is soon sent packing as a pressed seaman on the very ship that just 
brought him from Europe. But at this point, the adventure takes a positive turn as Sharpe develops a new and 
unexpected ally among the rebels. The second half of the book recounts the kind of daring fights that made this series 
so appealing . . . combining land and sea forces in this case.You'll probably guess the story's outcome before the end, 
but that won't spoil the fun very much. With the final historical note, you'll also be left with some very interesting 
"what if's" to ponder.This isn't one of the best books in the series, but it's a must read for all Sharpe fans due to the 
meeting of the two retired soldiers in the middle of the Atlantic.Good-bye for now, Richard. It's been fun reading 
about you.

KurzbeschreibungRichard Sharpe, asked to help an old friend, meets, at last, the greatest enemy.Five years after the 
Battle of Waterloo, Sharpes peaceful retirement in Normandy is shattered. An old friend, Don Blas Vivar, is missing in 
Chile, reported dead at rebel hands a report his wife refuses to believe. She appeals to Sharpe to find out the 
truth.Sharpe, along with Patrick Harper, find themselves bound for Chile via St. Helena, where they have a fateful 
meeting with the fallen Emperor Napoleon. Convinced that they are on their way to collect a corpse, neither man can 
imagine that dangers that await them in ChileSoldier, hero, rogue Sharpe is the man you always want on your side. 
Born in poverty, he joined the army to escape jail and climbed the ranks by sheer brutal courage. He knows no other 
family than the regiment of the 95th Rifles whose green jacket he proudly wears.From Publishers WeeklyFans of the 
10 previous Sharpe novels will be delighted to have the up-from-the-ranks ex-colonel back. Five years after Waterloo ( 
Sharpe's Revenge ), Sharpe, living quietly en famille in Normandy, is asked by Dona Louisa Vivar to find her 
husband, last seen as a Spanish captain-general in rebellious Chile. En route to South America, Sharpe can't resist 
stopping at St. Helena to meet Napoleon, who charms Sharpe and his ex-sergeant, Patrick Harper, then asks them to 
carry a gift to an English settler in Chile. When they arrive, they are told Vivar is dead, and the corrupt man serving in 
his place accuses them of trying to pass a message from Napoleon to Chilean insurgents. Sharpe and Harper are 
shipped out on a Spanish frigate, which is captured by rebels led by the eponymous devil, Scottish Lord Cochrane, 
formerly of the Royal Navy, still the legendary scourge of the Spanish fleet. The ebullient, daring Cochrane sweeps 
Sharpe along in a series of breathtaking adventures on land and sea that ends with a smashing, against-the-odds rebel 
victory and the solution to Vivar's disappearance. Readers will be dazzled by the rollicking plot, period color and the 



atavistic thrill of terrific battle scenes right out of a Turner painting. Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, 
Inc.From Kirkus sThe hero of Cornwell's Sharpe series (Sharpe's Revenge, etc.) reluctantly abandons his Norman 
hearth and home to search for an old friend gone missing in revolutionary Chile. En route to the new world, there's a 
stopover on St. Helena and a visit to Sharpe's old adversary, the imprisoned Bonaparte. The Napoleonic wars are over. 
The Corsican monster is safely imprisoned in the South Atlantic; Sharpe's unloved wife is safely settled back in 
England; and Lieutenant-Colonel Sharpe himself has happily settled into the role of gentleman-farmer, tending to the 
fields of his aristocratic French mistress, watching his illegitimate children frolic. The bucolic bliss ends, however, 
with the arrival of Louisa, Countess of Mouromorto, who has come from Spain to beg the retired British rifleman to 
sail to South America to search for her husband, Sharpe's old friend and comrade-in-arms Don Blas Vivar. The 
incorruptible Don Blas had gone to Chile to defend the rotten Spanish colonial government against upstart republicans, 
but he has not been seen or heard from in months. Since Louisa will pay handsomely for his services and since the 
chateau is in desperate need of repairs, Sharpe reluctantly accepts the commission, hires on his favorite old sergeant, 
Patrick Harper, and sails round the Horn. His reception is chilly. The colonial general, who should be helping Sharpe, 
makes nothing but trouble, and Sharpe eventually finds himself becoming more and more sympathetic to the rebels 
who fight under a disgraced Scottish nobleman. Cornwell, one of the great naval writers of this era, finds a way to get 
his intrepid army hero to sea for much of the story- -without in the least compromising the high standards of this first-
rate series. -- Copyright 1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. 


