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Von Bernard Cornwell : Sharpes Enemy: The Defence of Portugal, Christmas 1812 (The Sharpe Series, Book 
15)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sharpes Enemy: 
The Defence of Portugal, Christmas 1812 (The Sharpe Series, Book 15): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The best 
of the Sharpe novels!Von Ein KundeI have read all the Sharpe novels and in my opinion, this is the most entertaining. 
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Unfortunately, it is one of the few that is not based on historical accounts, but there is enough realism to make it 
interesting. From the new-fangled "rockets" that are put to good use to the descriptions of early 19th century Christmas 
celebrations to the wonderfully evil Hakeswill to incompetent senior officers, this book has it all. Sharpe has a chance 
to lead a battalion of troops against an enemy of overwhelming numerical superiority and, in the Sharpe tradition, does 
it through a combination of ferocious and dirty fighting. One has to wonder how much more quickly Britain would 
have won the Peninsula wars if they had promoted all officers based on merit instead of patronage and cash. To get the 
full flavor of the book, however, it should not be read out of sequence with the rest of the novels in the series. The 
twist at the end (which I will not reveal here) is somewhat of a downer, but it provides motivation in later novels.1 von 
1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Napoleonic AdventuresVon A. RossSomehow, I've been aware for 
years of Cornwall's series set in the Napoleonic wars, and the BBC productions based on them, but haven't gotten 
around to sampling either book or video until this. It is obviously in the middle of the series, but the reader does not 
suffer from this. You can pretty quickly tell which characters are reoccurring ones, and indeed the British hero Sharpe 
finally has it out with his old enemy Obadiah Hakeswell (great name!) in this volume. Certainly, there would be 
greater deliciousness if I'd read of their previous encounters, but Cornwall effectively summarizes them so that one is 
satisfied. The military action centers around a small Spanish village near the Portuguese border, in which a band of 
deserters are holding hostage a number of innocent women, including the wives of some British and French officers. 
Sharpe is assigned the task of their rescue, and then later assumes great responsibilities as he must meet a challenge 
from the French. There is some good stuff about how the British officers operated, and some fun with the first rocket 
artillery unit in war. Despite all these heroics, Cornwall keeps the horror and senseless waste of war in clear focus. The 
ending is especially bittersweet, though not unexpected. I'll definitely be looking to read this series in order, or at least 
check out the videos.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An Exciting Fictional Story of the 
Peninsular WarsVon Donald MitchellI highly recommend that you read Sharpe's Enemy in the order of the chronology 
that it reflects. Although this book was number six in the original publication sequence, Sharpe's Enemy is fifteenth in 
chronological order of events.As the book opens, Sharpe receives an unexpected message that changes his 
expectations quite a lot. He also gets a surprise when he's asked to evaluate a new unit, one employing Congreve's 
rockets (a la The Star Spangled Banner). From there, he is asked to perform the dangerous task of delivering a ransom 
for Lady Farthingale . . . without much expectation that this will work. Ever vigilant, Sharpe realizes that he will need 
to keep his eyes open for a possible later rescue. The ransom attempt brings two big surprises.As the story develops, 
Sharpe finds himself in a typically uncomfortable position operating under a leader who is a fool and treats Sharpe 
with contempt. Eventually, the story develops into an extremely imaginative battle sequence that will keep you on the 
edge of your seat.Before the book is over you'll find your emotions going up and down like a yo-yo. It's great fun.My 
only complaint about the book is that Mr. Cornwell mostly ignores actual history in developing his story. As a result, 
the developments lack the impact of realizing that amazing sequences are pretty close to what actually happened.Pay 
attention to your instincts!

KurzbeschreibungMajor Sharpe, in the bitter winter, must attempt a desperate rescue and face his most implacable 
enemy.Newly promoted, he is given the task of rescuing a group of well-born women, held hostage high in the 
mountains by a rabble of deserters. And one of the renegades is Sergeant Hakeswill, Sharpes bitter enemy.Sharpe has 
only the support of his own company and the new Rocket Troop the last word in military incompetence but he cannot 
afford to contemplate defeat. For to surrender or to fail would mean the end of the war for the Allied armiesSoldier, 
hero, rogue Sharpe is the man you always want on your side. Born in poverty, he joined the army to escape jail and 
climbed the ranks by sheer brutal courage. He knows no other family than the regiment of the 95th Rifles whose green 
jacket he proudly wears.Pressestimmen'Stirring! imaginative! inventive' Evening StandardPressestimmen'Sharpe and 
his creator are national treasures.' Sunday Telegraph 'Bernard Cornwell is a literary miracle. Year after year, hail, rain, 
snow, war and political upheavals fail to prevent him from producing the most entertaining and readable historical 
novels of his generation.' Daily Mail 'Cornwell's narration is quite masterly and supremely well-researched.' Observer 
'The best battle scenes of any writer I,ve ever read, past or present. Cornwell really makes history come alive., George 
R.R. Martin 


