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Von Paul Murray : Skippy Dies before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and
all praised Skippy Dies:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Traurig
und ein bisschen komischVon VilletteSkippy stirbt, und zwar schon ganz am Anfang des Romans. Was dann folgt
sind VVorgeschichte und Nachgeschichte. Dass man von Skippies Tod schon wei, unterbindet allerdings die Spannung
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in diesem Buch nicht im geringsten. Dafr ist die Geschichte viel zu komplex. Denn es geht hier gar nicht nur um
Skippy, einem Schler auf eéinem irischen Internat, sondern auch um seine Mitschler, die Lehrer, um die Mdchen der
Nachbarschule und um ganz viele Themen: Liebe, Leere, Lust, Verlust, Freundschaft, Verrcktheit, Macht, Missbrauch
und sogar Physik. Alle Figuren wachsen einem beim Lesen richtig ans Herz, sogar die echten Fieslinge wie
Drogendesaler Carl. Denn alle sind verlorene Seelen, selbst sie haben ihre guten Seiten, wenn man sie auch manchmal
nicht tiefer hassen knnte. Paul Murray hat ein echtes Auge fr die menschliche Psyche und einen zynischen Mund. Er
entlarvt, wo er nur kann. Oft geht es sehr bse zu. Dann ist die Geschichte wieder locker-leicht und lustig. Im Grunde
ist sie aber traurig, weil sie das Leben zeigt, wie es zu oft ist. Im Grunde ist "Skippy Dies' eine gelungene und
ernstzunehmende Geschichte, sprachlich sehr gut und auf hohem Niveau geschrieben. Und doch fehlt irgendetwas.
Hoffnung?2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. sehr traurig, dass die Lektre beendet istVon Anna
KleinZugegeben, es geht manchmal sehr ins Detail. Und zugegeben, die Personen, die diesen Roman bevlkern, sind
ganz sicher nicht die glcklichsten Gestalten auf dieser Erde. Dafr aber umso echter. Wer Humor nicht gepaart sehen
kann mit einer gehrigen Portion Melancholie (und auch Zynismus), der lasse lieber seine Finger von diesem Buch.
Wer jedoch diese Paarung zu schtzen wei und viel Zeit und Mue hat - die braucht es wirklich - der wird feststellen,
dass der Roman gerade in seiner Detailliertheit keinen Moment an Spannung verliert. Denn alles ergibt ein groes,
komplexes Ganzes, und ich habe - im Urlaub, mit viel Zeit - unentwegt mitgefiebert.Ich finde: Spannungsbogen
verluft einwandfrei, sofern man sich auf die Komplexitt der Geschichte eingelassen hat. Beeindruckend die Echtheit
der Figuren und der geschilderten Szenen in Kombination mit einer unglaublichen Fantasie und Skurrilitt.Und fr alle,
diewieich ich stets mit einer gewissen Sentimentalitt lesen: Trotz aller Gemeinheiten, denen Murray seine Figuren
aussetzt, hat er doch auch Liebe fr sie brig.7 von 8 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Das Buch will
sehr viel...und schafft wenigV on Manuela KochZugegeben, das Cover macht Lust auf Lesen "A tragic comedy of epic
sweep and dimension". Doch genau darin liegt meiner Meinung nach das Problem. Dadurch dass das Buch alles sein
will (lustig, tief bewegend, clever, tragisch...) und jede Gefhlsregung seiner Protagonisten ausleuchtet, schafft es vor
allem Verwirrung - und leider all zu oft auch Langeweile.Dabei ist die eigentliche Geschichte um Ruprecht, das dicke
Genie und Skippy, den sympathischen Loser mit traurigem Elternhaus, durchaus erzhlenswert. Auch die anderen
Charaktere des Buches wie "Howard the Coward" bieten Potenzial. Das eigentlich tragische ist meiner Meinung nach,
dass es Paul Murray nicht gelingt aus diesem Potenzial eine spannende Geschichte zu stricken. Das liegt zum einen
daran, dass er sich zu hufig in Details verliert (auer man steht auf spannende Erkenntnisse aus der M-Theory) und
Nebenhandlungen zu ausfhrlich schildert. Zum anderen daran, dass er selten den richtigen Ton trifft. An Stellen wo
das Buch lustig sein will, ist es das nicht. Dafr htten andere Situationen durchaus auch mal einen humorigen Unterton
vertragen. Als vorherrschende Atmosphre habe ich nmlich tiefe Traurigkeit und Resignation empfunden. Gern mchte
man einige der Charaktere schtteln und ihnen zurufen: " Stellt euch nicht so an!"Den dramatischen Hhepunkt der
Geschichte schon zu Beginn (und im Titel) zu verraten, kann mitunter als stilistischer Kunstgriff durchgehen. In
diesem Fall hat es eher dazu beigetragen, dassich berlegt habe, ob ich noch zu Ende lesen soll. Gelohnt hat es sich in
sofern, dass einige der Handlungsstrnge noch aufgekirt werden. Insgesamt wrde ich es jedoch nicht weiterempfehlen.
Zumindest nicht, wenn man - auer ber das Elend des Individuumsin einer gefhiskalten Welt zu sinnieren - auch
unterhalten werden mchte.

KurzbeschreibungPaul Murray's Skippy Diesis a tragicomic masterpiece about a Dublin boarding school L onglisted
for the Man Booker Prize 2010Ruprecht VVan Doren is an overweight genius whose hobbies include very difficult
maths and the Search of Extra-Terrestria Intelligence. Daniel 'Skippy' Juster is hisroommate. In the grand old Dublin
institution that is Seabrook College for Boys, nobody pays either of them much attention. But when Skippy falls for
Lori, the frisbee-playing siren from the girls school next door, suddenly all kinds of people take an interest - including
Carl, part-time drug-dealer and official school psychopath. . . A tragic comedy of epic sweep and dimension, Skippy
Dies scours the corners of the human heart and wrings every drop of pathos, humour and hopelessness out of life, love,
Robert Graves, mermaids, M-theory, and everything in between.'That rare thing, a comic epic. . . Murray isabrilliant
comic writer, but also humane and touching, and he captures the misery and elation, joy and anxiety of teenage life
David Nicholls, Guardian'Novels rarely come as funny and as moving as this utterly brilliant exploration of teenhood
and the anticlimax of becoming an adult . . . one of the finest comic novels written anywhere' Eileen Battersby, Irish
Times| loved Skippy Dies. . . three novels fused into one ignited tragicomic tour de force' Ali Smith, Times Literary
Supplement Books of the Y ear'An unforgettably exuberant saga set in an Irish boys' school. The insulting reparteeis
Shakespearean, the minor characters hilarious, and Murray captures the fleeting joys and lasting sorrows of
adolescence perfectly’' Emma Donoghue, Daily Telegraph'A triumph . . . brimful of wit and narrative energy' Sunday
TimesThe sprawling brilliance of Paul Murray's darkly comic second novel works on many different levels. . . When
you finish the last page, you may be tempted to start all over again' MetroPaul Murray is the author of An Evening of
Long Goodbyes, shortlisted for the Whitbread First Novel Award in 2005, and Skippy Dies, longlisted for the Man



Booker Prize 2010.PressestimmenPraise for "Skippy Dies. " "Extravagantly entertaining . . . One of the great pleasures
of thisnovel is how confidently [Paul Murray] addresses such disparate topics as quantum physics, video games, early-
20th-century mysticism, celebrity infatuation, drug dealing, Irish folklore and pornography . . . Six hundred sixty-one
pages may seem like alot to devote to a bunch of flatulence-obsessed kids, but that daunting length is part and parcel
of the cause to which "Skippy Dies," in the end, is most devoted. Teenagers, though they may not aways act like it,
are human beings, and their sadness and loneliness (and their triumphs, no matter how temporary) are as momentous
as any adult's And novels about them--if they're as smart and funny and touching as " Skippy Dies'--can be just aslong
asthey like." --Dan Kois, "The New Y ork Times Book ""Murray's humor and inventiveness never flag. And despite a
serious theme--what happens to boys and men when they realize the world isn't the sparkly planetarium they had
hoped for--"Skippy Dies" leaves you feeling hopeful and hungry for life. Just not for doughnuts.” --"Entertainment
Weekly," Grade: A "Dazzling . . . If killing your protagonist with more than 600 pages to go sounds audacious, it's
nothing compared with the literary feats Murray pulls off in this hilarious, moving and wise book . . . It's the "Moby
Dick "of Irish prep schools. . . Murray is an expansive writer, bouncing around in time, tense and point of view. He's
unafraid to tempt sentimentality, to write directly at his deep themes, to employ shameless cliffhangers. And he's
talented enough to get away with most of it . . . The mixture of tonesis the book's true triumph, oscillating the banal
with the sublime, the silly with the terrifying, the sweet with the tragic. In short, it's like childhood. In shorter, like life
... Murray makes the right choices, refusing to spare kid and kidult alike the gorgeous harshness of the world, filled
asit iswith 'a sadness everyone can recognize, a sadness that is binding and homelike."--Jess Walter, "Washington
Post Book World""He really does die. It'sin the opening scene. But as Paul Murray's novel backtracks to explain what
brought about his death, Skippy is so desperately, painfully alive that you hope the mere act of reading about him will
save him. .. Murray balances. . . forcesin finely tuned chords of pathos and comedy, a virtuosic display you'd expect
from awriter with the confidence to kill of histitle character in thetitle." --Radhika Jones, "Time" magazine'[Murray]
gets away with almost everything, owing to the strength of his remarkable dialogue, which captures the free-
associative, sex-obsessed energy of teen-age conversation in al its coarse, riffing brilliance." --"The New Y orker"
(Briefly Noted) "This epic page-turner sweeps you along with the heedless gusto of youth." --"People" magazine
"Deeply funny, deeply weird and unlike anything you've ever encountered before." --NPR.org "The novel is atriumph
... Brimful of wit, narrative energy and areal poetry and vision." --Adam Lively, "The Sunday""Times'A real joy." --
"Marie Claire ""One of the most enjoyable, funny and moving reads of this young new year." --Patrick Ness, "The
Guardian ""An utterly engrossing read.” --"Elle ""Noisy, hilarious, tragic, and endlessly inventive. . . Murray's writing
isjust plain brilliant." --Kate Saunders, "The Times ""A blast of abook." --Kevin Power, "The Irish Times' "Darkly
funny and wholly enjoyable. . . Murray will never once lose your attention, writing with wit and charm and making
this tragicomedy both hilarious and effortlessly moving."--Very Short List"A total knockout." --"The Christian
Science Monitor" "A refreshing break from the simple, bloglike prose of more popular novels. . . A most entertaining
book from an excellent writer." --Dallas Morning News "A great, early fall read . . . Bursting with plot and
characters." --"San Antonio Express-News' "When | tell you there's a scene towards the end of Paul Murray's " Skippy
Dies," where | was struggling to maintain my composure while reading on the New Y ork subway, | hope you'll
understand just how powerful this novel is. And the fantastic thing is: Just a few hundred pages earlier, | was fighting
off amajor case of the giggles on an airplane because there's another scene in this book that is hysterically funny, that
takesits joke and just keeps turning the dial alittle bit further until . . . well, until | was about to explode anyway." --
Ron Hogan, Beatrice.com "A triumph." --"Bookforum” online "This novel is going straight to the top of my best books
of 2010 list." --Baby Got BooksPraise for "Skippy Dies. "Extravagantly entertaining . . . One of the great pleasures of
this novel is how confidently [Paul Murray] addresses such disparate topics as quantum physics, video games, early-
20th-century mysticism, celebrity infatuation, drug dealing, Irish folklore and pornography . . . Six hundred sixty-one
pages may seem like alot to devote to a bunch of flatulence-obsessed kids, but that daunting length is part and parcel
of the cause to which "Skippy Dies," in the end, is most devoted. Teenagers, though they may not aways act like it,
are human beings, and their sadness and loneliness (and their triumphs, no matter how temporary) are as momentous
as any adult's And novels about them--if they're as smart and funny and touching as " Skippy Dies'--can be just aslong
asthey like.--Dan Kois"The New Y ork Times Book "Hereally does die. It'sin the opening scene. But as Paul
Murray's novel backtracks to explain what brought about his death, Skippy is so desperately, painfully alive that you
hope the mere act of reading about him will save him . .. Murray balances.. . . forcesin finely tuned chords of pathos
and comedy, avirtuosic display you'd expect from awriter with the confidence to kill of histitle character in the title.--
Radhika Jones "Time magazine "The novel isatriumph . . . Brimful of wit, narrative energy and areal poetry and
vision.--Adam Lively "The Sunday Times "One of the most enjoyable, funny and moving reads of this young new
year.--Patrick Ness "The Guardian "Noisy, hilarious, tragic, and endlessly inventive . . . Murray'swriting is just plain
brilliant.--Kate Saunders "The Times "A blast of a book.--Kevin Power "The Irish Times "When | tell you there'sa
scene towards the end of Paul Murray's " Skippy Dies," where | was struggling to maintain my composure while
reading on the New Y ork subway, | hope you'll understand just how powerful this novel is. And the fantastic thing is:
Just afew hundred pages earlier, | was fighting off amajor case of the giggles on an airplane because there's another



scenein this book that is hysterically funny, that takesits joke and just keeps turning the dial alittle bit further until . .
. well, until | was about to explode anyway.--Ron Hogan "Beatrice.com "Dazzling . . . If killing your protagonist with
more than 600 pages to go sounds audacious, it's nothing compared with the literary feats Murray pulls off in this
hilarious, moving and wise book . . . It'sthe "Moby Dick "of Irish prep schools. . . Murray is an expansive writer,
bouncing around in time, tense and point of view. He's unafraid to tempt sentimentality, to write directly at his deep
themes, to employ shameless cliffhangers. And he's talented enough to get away with most of it . . . The mixture of
tonesis the book's true triumph, oscillating the banal with the sublime, the silly with the terrifying, the sweet with the
tragic. In short, it'slike childhood. In shorter, like life. . . Murray makes the right choices, refusing to spare kid and
kidult alike the gorgeous harshness of the world, filled asit is with 'a sadness everyone can recognize, a sadnessthat is
binding and homelike.--Jess Walter "Washington Post Book World " Extravagantly entertaining . . . One of the great
pleasures of thisnovel is how confidently [Paul Murray] addresses such disparate topics as quantum physics, video
games, early-20th-century mysticism, celebrity infatuation, drug dealing, Irish folklore and pornography . . . Six
hundred sixty-one pages may seem like alot to devote to a bunch of flatulence-obsessed kids, but that daunting length
ispart and parcel of the cause to which "Skippy Dies," in the end, is most devoted. Teenagers, though they may not
always act like it, are human beings, and their sadness and loneliness (and their triumphs, no matter how temporary)
are as momentous as any adult's And novels about them--if they're as smart and funny and touching as " Skippy Dies'--
can bejust aslong as they like. Dan Kois, "The New Y ork Times Book " Murray's humor and inventiveness never
flag. And despite a serious theme--what happens to boys and men when they realize the world isn't the sparkly
planetarium they had hoped for--"Skippy Dies" leaves you feeling hopeful and hungry for life. Just not for doughnuts.
"Entertainment Weekly, Grade: A" Dazzling . . . If killing your protagonist with more than 600 pages to go sounds
audacious, it's nothing compared with the literary feats Murray pulls off in this hilarious, moving and wise book . . .
It'sthe "Moby Dick "of Irish prep schools. . . Murray is an expansive writer, bouncing around in time, tense and point
of view. He's unafraid to tempt sentimentality, to write directly at his deep themes, to employ shameless cliffhangers.
And he's talented enough to get away with most of it . . . The mixture of tonesis the book's true triumph, oscillating
the banal with the sublime, the silly with the terrifying, the sweet with the tragic. In short, it's like childhood. In
shorter, likelife. . . Murray makes the right choices, refusing to spare kid and kidult alike the gorgeous harshness of
the world, filled asit iswith 'a sadness everyone can recognize, a sadness that is binding and homelike. Jess Walter,
"Washington Post Book World" Hereally does die. It's in the opening scene. But as Paul Murray's novel backtracks to
explain what brought about his death, Skippy is so desperately, painfully alive that you hope the mere act of reading
about him will save him . . . Murray balances. . . forcesin finely tuned chords of pathos and comedy, avirtuosic
display you'd expect from awriter with the confidence to kill of histitle character in the title. Radhika Jones, "Time
magazine" [Murray] gets away with aimost everything, owing to the strength of his remarkable dialogue, which
captures the free-associative, sex-obsessed energy of teen-age conversation in all its coarse, riffing brilliance. "The
New Y orker (Briefly Noted)" This epic page-turner sweeps you along with the heedless gusto of youth. "People"
Deeply funny, deeply weird and unlike anything you've ever encountered before. "NPR.org" The novel isatriumph . .
. Brimful of wit, narrative energy and areal poetry and vision. Adam Lively, "The Sunday Times" A real joy. "Marie
Claire" One of the most enjoyable, funny and moving reads of this young new year. Patrick Ness, "The Guardian" An
utterly engrossing read. "Ell€" Noisy, hilarious, tragic, and endlessly inventive. . . Murray's writing isjust plain
brilliant. Kate Saunders, "The Times" A blast of a book. Kevin Power, "The Irish Times" Darkly funny and wholly
enjoyable. . . Murray will never once lose your attention, writing with wit and charm and making this tragicomedy
both hilarious and effortlessly moving. "Very Short List" A total knockout. "The Christian Science Monitor" A
refreshing break from the simple, bloglike prose of more popular novels. . . A most entertaining book from an
excellent writer. "Dallas Morning News" A great, early fall read . . . Bursting with plot and characters. "San Antonio
Express-News' When | tell you there's a scene towards the end of Paul Murray's "Skippy Dies," where | was
struggling to maintain my composure while reading on the New Y ork subway, | hope you'll understand just how
powerful thisnovel is. And the fantastic thing is: Just afew hundred pages earlier, | was fighting off amajor case of
the giggles on an airplane because there's another scene in this book that is hysterically funny, that takesits joke and
just keeps turning the dial alittle bit further until . . . well, until | was about to explode anyway. Ron Hogan,
"Beatrice.com" A triumph. "Bookforum online" This novel is going straight to the top of my best books of 2010 list.
"Baby Got Books'""Extravagantly entertaining . . . One of the great pleasures of this novel is how confidently [Paul
Murray] addresses such disparate topics as quantum physics, video games, early-20th-century mysticism, celebrity
infatuation, drug dealing, Irish folklore and pornography . . . Six hundred sixty-one pages may seem like alot to
devote to abunch of flatulence-obsessed kids, but that daunting length is part and parcel of the cause to which Skippy
Dies, in the end, is most devoted. Teenagers, though they may not aways act like it, are human beings, and their
sadness and loneliness (and their triumphs, no matter how temporary) are as momentous as any adult's And novels
about them--if they're as smart and funny and touching as Skippy Dies--can be just aslong asthey like." --Dan Kois,
The New York Times Book "Murray's humor and inventiveness never flag. And despite a serious theme--what
happens to boys and men when they realize the world isn't the sparkly planetarium they had hoped for--Skippy Dies



leaves you feeling hopeful and hungry for life. Just not for doughnuts." --Entertainment Weekly, Grade: A"Dazzling . .
. If killing your protagonist with more than 600 pages to go sounds audacious, it's nothing compared with the literary
feats Murray pulls off in this hilarious, moving and wise book . . . It's the Moby Dick of Irish prep schools. . . Murray
is an expansive writer, bouncing around in time, tense and point of view. He's unafraid to tempt sentimentality, to
write directly at his deep themes, to employ shameless cliffhangers. And he's talented enough to get away with most of
it ... The mixture of tonesis the book's true triumph, oscillating the banal with the sublime, the silly with the
terrifying, the sweet with the tragic. In short, it'slike childhood. In shorter, like life . . . Murray makes the right
choices, refusing to spare kid and kidult alike the gorgeous harshness of the world, filled asit is with 'a sadness
everyone can recoghize, a sadness that is binding and homelike." --Jess Walter, Washington Post Book World'He
really does die. It'sin the opening scene. But as Paul Murray's novel backtracks to explain what brought about his
death, Skippy is so desperately, painfully alive that you hope the mere act of reading about him will save him . . .
Murray balances. . . forcesin finely tuned chords of pathos and comedy, a virtuosic display you'd expect from awriter
with the confidence to kill of histitle character in thetitle." --Radhika Jones, Time magazine'[Murray] gets away with
almost everything, owing to the strength of his remarkable dialogue, which captures the free-associative, sex-obsessed
energy of teen-age conversation in all its coarse, riffing brilliance." --The New Y orker (Briefly Noted)"This epic page-
turner sweeps you along with the heedless gusto of youth." --People'Deeply funny, deeply weird and unlike anything
you've ever encountered before." --NPR.org"The novel isatriumph . . . Brimful of wit, narrative energy and areal
poetry and vision." --Adam Lively, The Sunday Times'A real joy." --Marie Claire"One of the most enjoyable, funny
and moving reads of thisyoung new year." --Patrick Ness, The Guardian"An utterly engrossing read.” --Ell€"Noisy,
hilarious, tragic, and endlessly inventive. . . Murray's writing isjust plain brilliant." --Kate Saunders, The Times'A
blast of abook." --Kevin Power, The Irish Times'Darkly funny and wholly enjoyable . . . Murray will never once lose
your attention, writing with wit and charm and making this tragicomedy both hilarious and effortlessly moving." --
Very Short List"A total knockout." --The Christian Science Monitor"A refreshing break from the simple, bloglike
prose of more popular novels. . . A most entertaining book from an excellent writer." --Dallas Morning News'A great,
early fall read . . . Bursting with plot and characters." --San Antonio Express-News'When | tell you there's a scene
towards the end of Paul Murray's Skippy Dies, where | was struggling to maintain my composure while reading on the
New Y ork subway, | hope you'll understand just how powerful this novel is. And the fantastic thing is: Just afew
hundred pages earlier, | was fighting off a major case of the giggles on an airplane because there's another scenein this
book that is hysterically funny, that takes its joke and just keeps turning the dial alittle bit further until . . . well, until |
was about to explode anyway." --Ron Hogan, Beatrice.com"A triumph." --Bookforum online" This novel is going
straight to the top of my best books of 2010 list.” --Baby Got BooksK urzbeschreibungPaul Murray's Skippy Diesisa
tragicomic masterpiece about a Dublin boarding schoolLonglisted for the Man Booker Prize 2010Ruprecht Van Doren
is an overweight genius whose hobbies include very difficult maths and the Search of Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence.
Danidl 'Skippy' Juster is his roommate. In the grand old Dublin institution that is Seabrook College for Boys, nobody
pays either of them much attention. But when Skippy falls for Lori, the frisbee-playing siren from the girls' school next
door, suddenly all kinds of people take an interest - including Carl, part-time drug-dealer and official school
psychopath. . . A tragic comedy of epic sweep and dimension, Skippy Dies scours the corners of the human heart and
wrings every drop of pathos, humour and hopelessness out of life, love, Robert Graves, mermaids, M-theory, and
everything in between.'That rare thing, acomic epic. . . Murray isabrilliant comic writer, but also humane and
touching, and he captures the misery and elation, joy and anxiety of teenage life' David Nicholls, Guardian'Novels
rarely come as funny and as moving as this utterly brilliant exploration of teenhood and the anticlimax of becoming an
adult . . . one of the finest comic novels written anywhere' Eileen Battersby, Irish Times| loved Skippy Dies. . . three
novels fused into one ignited tragicomic tour de force' Ali Smith, Times Literary Supplement Books of the Y ear'An
unforgettably exuberant saga set in an Irish boys school. The insulting repartee is Shakespearean, the minor characters
hilarious, and Murray captures the fleeting joys and lasting sorrows of adolescence perfectly' Emma Donoghue, Daily
Telegraph'A triumph . . . brimful of wit and narrative energy' Sunday TimesThe sprawling brilliance of Paul Murray's
darkly comic second novel works on many different levels. . . When you finish the last page, you may be tempted to
start all over again' MetroPaul Murray is the author of An Evening of Long Goodbyes, shortlisted for the Whitbread
First Novel Award in 2005, and Skippy Dies, longlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2010.



