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Von Murray Gordon : Slavery in the Arab World  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Slavery in the Arab World: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The very 
book about a dark chapter of historyVon bela-vistaSlavery in the Arab World has rarely been made the topic of 
research and publications within reach of the general public.Gordon Murray underpins the fundamental differences of 
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slave trade through the Sahara and over the Indian Ocean when compared to the more widely known facts of 
transatlantic slave-trade.The chores of the slaves were only exceptionally tied to plantation work. Males were made to 
work as soldiers, watchmen and household servants. Females were trafficed at higher prices according to their physical 
atractiveness as concubines in the harems. Not less important was the third quality of salves, the eunuches - castrated 
boys, educated to serve as overseers in the harems and loyal administrators and officers in state and army. Those 
yielded highest prices and were hardly ever re-sold again.Racism, a central justification of discrimination in the West 
until today, was of very reduced importance and influence. Slaves from Circassia (today Georgia and Armenia), from 
Turkey and El Andaluz (today Spain) were higher valued because of their skills and, not rarely, their literacy. And 
there was a sexual preference for white women as expressed in higher prices over their african sisters.Religion was a 
justification and a self-limiting factor at the same time. The Coran allows slavery, but only for non-belivers. By the 
time a slave became a Muslim, manumission was a necessary option to solve the problem. Freeing a slave honored the 
owner and not so rarely it was accompanied by inter-marriage. Former slaves became generals and ministers.The slave 
in the Arab World was property and person at the same time, not totally deprived from all rights and with a realistic 
hope to get free in his life-time.Gordon Murray exposes in a very systematic way the characteristics of the trade and 
social status of slaves from the beginning in pre-islamic periods, looking as far as China and India, Persia and the 
North-Africa Coastline. He continues with a very detailled report on many aspects of the trade and social reality of the 
slaves.In the colorful picture Gordon Murray exposes to his readers, there only one color is less shining: There is very 
little on the influence of the Portuguese colonizers and on crioulization in harbour towns and on islands in the Indian 
Ocean as a third momentum of socio-cultural and economic development of the region.For anyone interested in the 
history of slavery, this book is a an ejoyable must, as it reads so well.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. Die Sklaverei in der arabischen Welt - auch im Hinblick auf die religse Sichtweise von Sklaverei im 
IslamVon Sorsha JanDieses Buch beschftigt sich mit der Sklaverein in der arabischen Welt. Auch hier wurden 
Sklaven von der Vorzeit bis - leider - heute verkauft und benutzt.Das Buch informiert ber die Lebensweise, die Moral 
und die religise Untermauerung des Islam zur Sklavenhaltung. Hufig wurde behauptet, die Sklavenhaltung in der 
arabischen Welt sei "humaner" oder ertrglicher gewesen als z.B. auf den Plantagen in Amerika. Stimmt diese 
Sichtweise? Welche Hinweise gibt der Koran zu Sklaverei?Das Buch von einem groen Kenner der Materie gibt - 
obwohl nur rund 270 Seiten lang - eine sehr gute Zusammenfassung des Sachverhaltes und grtenteils ohne moralisch 
erhobenen Zeigefinger, sondern mit fundierten Fakten.Lesenswert!

Kurzbeschreibung"...A comprehensive portrait of slavery in the Islamic world from earliest times until today..."Arab 
Book WorldKurzbeschreibung"...A comprehensive portrait of slavery in the Islamic world from earliest times until 
today..."Arab Book World 


