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Von Neil Gaiman : Smoke and Mirrors. Short Fictionsand Illusions before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Smoke and Mirrors. Short Fictions and lllusions:

Kurzbeschreibungln the deft hands of Neil Gaiman, magic isno mereillusion . . . and anything is possible. In Smoke
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and Mirrors, Gaiman's imagination and supreme artistry transform a mundane world into a place of terrible
wonderswhere an old woman can purchase the Holy Grail at athrift store, where assassins advertise their servicesin
the Y ellow Pages under "Pest Control," and where a frightened young boy must barter for hislife with a mean-spirited
troll living beneath a bridge by the railroad tracks. Explore a new reality, obscured by smoke and darkness yet
brilliantly tangible, in this extraordinary collection of short works by a master prestidigitator. It will dazzle your
senses, touch your heart, and haunt your dreams..deBest known for his Sandman graphic novels about Morpheus, Lord
of Dreams, Neil Gaiman has also written the standal one books Good Omens (with Terry Pratchett), Never Where from
hisBBC TV seriesrevealing afantastic realm under London, and Star Dust, a poignant fairy tale. His shorter fantasies
are regularly picked for Y ear's Best collections. Smoke and Mirrors assembles 36 of his favourite stories, prose poems,
and verse pieces. Among the imaginative inventions here are a murder mystery set among angels in heaven; the
discovery of the Holy Grail at Oxfam; warped retellings of fairy tales and folklore, including a Snow White that's
black beyond belief; several clever variations on vampirism; afirm of contract killers with avery remarkable discount
scheme; homages to Michael Moorcock and H.P. Lovecraft (one splendidly funny) that avoid mere pastiche; an SF
world of rapid and reversible sex changes; Beowulf retold as a Baywatch episode; a tasty amalgamation of computers
and black magic; anew final book of the Bible; and the grim wedding present that's simply a manuscript telling a
bleakly different story of the recipients unfolding marriage. SF/fantasy professionals themselves envy Gaiman's
perpetual flow of new ideas and ability to put afresh spin on old ones. Smoke and Mirrorsis adazzlingly varied and
rewarding collection. --David Langford.co.ukBest known for his Sandman graphic novels about Morpheus, Lord of
Dreams, Neil Gaiman has also written the standal one books Good Omens (with Terry Pratchett), Never Where from
hisBBC TV seriesrevealing afantastic realm under London, and Star Dust, a poignant fairy tale. His shorter fantasies
areregularly picked for Y ear's Best collections. Smoke and Mirrors assembles 36 of his favourite stories, prose poems,
and verse pieces. Among the imaginative inventions here are a murder mystery set among angels in heaven; the
discovery of the Holy Grail at Oxfam; warped retellings of fairy tales and folklore, including a Snow White that's
black beyond belief; several clever variations on vampirism; afirm of contract killers with avery remarkable discount
scheme; homages to Michael Moorcock and H.P. Lovecraft (one splendidly funny) that avoid mere pastiche; an SF
world of rapid and reversible sex changes; Beowulf retold as a Baywatch episode; a tasty amalgamation of computers
and black magic; anew final book of the Bible; and the grim wedding present that's simply a manuscript telling a
bleakly different story of the recipients unfolding marriage. SF/fantasy professionals themselves envy Gaiman's
perpetual flow of new ideas and ability to put afresh spin on old ones. Smoke and Mirrorsis adazzlingly varied and
rewarding collection. --David Langford



